
Hanna Massad refers to the events of the last couple of years as “the 
Persecution.”  Persecution of Christians by militant Islamic groups in the 
Gaza Strip has resulted in his own evacuation from the Gaza Strip to the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank because it is too dangerous for an evangelical 
Christian pastor to be in the Gaza Strip.  Now in the US with his family, 
Hanna is taking a sabbatical and trying to recover from the trauma of the 
Persecution while also sharing the story of Christians in that part of the 
world who are learning what it can mean to be a disciple of Jesus. 

The Gaza Strip is a small area (just 30 miles long by 7 miles wide) 
populated by 1.5 million people, making it one of the most densely 
populated places in the world.  Largely Muslim, there are just 2000 
Christians there, trying to proclaim and live their faith in the midst of two 
very difficult forces:  the militants who try to put extreme pressures on the 
Christians, and Israeli occupation which prevents free movement 
throughout the region.  In the midst of these forces “there is no law to 
protect you,” says Massad.  “The Lord is my shepherd becomes a literal 
statement because the law provides no protection to Christians.” 

Massad grew up in the Gaza Strip and serves as the Pastor of the Gaza 
Baptist Church, the only evangelical church in the Gaza Strip, started in 
1987.  The church, supported by Christian Mission to Gaza which receives 
support from ABC International Ministries, has a number of outreach 
programs including a Christian public library, an elementary school, a 
relief program, and a clinic which addresses women’s health issues.  But 
in October of 2007 a number of church families were evacuated from the 
Gaza Strip to the West 

Bank because it was too dangerous for them.  In October 2006 Rami 
Ayyad, one of the church’s leaders, was kidnapped and killed after an 
attempt to convert him to Islam.  Twice, the Bible Society has been 
bombed.  In the Gaza Strip there is truly a cost to discipleship. 

Massad and his family will be in the US until May or June of next year, 
after which they will head back to the Middle East and to the challenges 
of being a Christian in that part of the world.  Although it is a dangerous 
place to live, he believes that it is most important to be in the place 
where God wants him.  “The best place, humanly speaking, can actually 
be the worst place to be.  The worst place, humanly speaking, will be the 
best place if it is the place where God wants you to be.” 

Hanna is available to visit and speak in churches while he is here.  He 
can be reached at hanna3@palnet.com or 203-781-6133. 

Volume XIV October 2008 Number 7 

Missionary/Pastor from Gaza Strip on Sabbatical in Connecticut 

Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 

First Baptist Church, New London 

8:45am—2:30pm 

 

Cost: $20 
(or $100 for 6 registrants from the same 

church) 

Bible Study led by MMBB Representative 
Magda Amargos 

 

Register at www.abcconn.org 

Discipleship Fair—October 18, 2008 

Hanna Massad with his wife Suhad and 
daughters Joyce and Jolene. 



I got to church early one Sunday.  It was a church 
where I had been invited to come to worship and 
bring greetings and then meet with some folks 
afterward – sort of a typical Sunday, except that I was 
not preaching.  I got there early and spent the time 
preparing for worship by reading scripture.  One of 
the scripture lessons for the day was from II Timothy, 
so I started at the beginning of the letter and read 
through as I waited for worship to begin.  I came 
across a phrase that I had totally forgotten in past 
readings and that I think is so appropriate for the time 
and season we are experiencing.  I write this on the 
day when large, once healthy banks are struggling and 
at a time when we as a nation are moving toward an 
election of a new president.  “In the presence of God 
and of Christ Jesus…I solemnly urge you: proclaim 
the message; be persistent whether the time is 
favorable or unfavorable…for the time is coming 
when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but 
having itching ears, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own desires….” 

It was particularly the phrase “itching ears” that 
caught my attention.  We all know folks who have 
itching ears for the latest gossip or the news that tells 
something bad about someone.  We all know folks in 
this political season who listen to certain radio hosts 
or bloggers or news media and form their opinions 
based on what others think.  We know folks who have 
itching ears to hear bad things about the candidates 
they don’t like and complain about the bad things 
they hear about the candidates they do like. We know 
folks who base their votes more on what other people 
say rather than taking the time to examine the 
information from the candidates.  We are they – we 
have itching ears at times – all of us.  I believe it is 
part of the human condition. 

We have a message of hope and encouragement to 
share in good times and in bad.  Sometimes we forget 
this.  Somewhere in our house is one of those rubber 
wrist bands.  It is for the complainer in the midst.  The 
complainer has to wear the band and snap their wrist 
every time they complain about something.  The 
writer of II Timothy reminds us that complaining is 
not the thing.  Having itching ears that thrive on 
negativity and fear is not the thing.  Speaking the 
truth is the thing.  Speaking words of encouragement 

is the thing.  Speaking words of care in a hurting 
world is the thing.  Speaking the gospel message – the 
Easter message of hope in the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ is the thing. 

My hope and prayer is that we will not be swayed by 
anything but the gospel message.  Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, tomorrow.  That is the 
message we must be sharing in these uncertain times.  
Blessings to you as you share your heart with others. 

 

*** 

 

By the time you read this, the World Mission 
Conference will be over.  I am so very grateful for a 
very hard working group of people who have been 
planning the local church arrangements portion of this 
great event since last year.  I want to publicly thank 
Jim Meek who chaired this team and did a fantastic 
job, as well as Becki Fuller, Laura and David 
Burnaford, Diane Lewis, Joyce Blandon, Laura 
Austin, Claudia Hepner, David Reed-Brown, and 
Ronnie Marquis, as well as countless volunteers from 
Suffield and other churches who helped out over the 
course of the weekend.  They have all worked so hard 
to make this a memorable conference and I am very 
grateful for their dedication and willingness to use 
their gifts in this particular ministry.  Thank you one 
and all. 

 

Blessings, Judy 

 

 

 

Judy Allbee 

��������	

��

The American Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN)  are: 
 

Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples 
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OCTOBER 

4 - CT Baptist Homes Annual aFAIR 
6 - September mission giving is due in Valley 

Forge 
10 - “Building Strength in Small Churches” Alice 

Mann event, Pilgrim Way Baptist, Windsor 
13 - ABCCONN House closed for Columbus Day 
18 - Discipleship Fair, New London First 
25 - Introduction to Interim Ministry, New Haven 

First 

NOVEMBER 

5 - October mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
11 - ABCCONN House closed for Veteran’s Day 
20 - Board of Managers Meeting 
27-28 ABCCONN House closed for Thanksgiving 

DECEMBER 

5 - November mission giving is due in Valley 
Forge 

7 - Most churches receive the Retired Ministers 
and Missionaries Offering 

�
��������
���

Weekend Workshops for Veterans  

Weekend Workshops for Veterans are being conducted 
at Kirkridge Retreat Center in Bangor, PA.  The first one 
is titled Healing of Memories and is scheduled for 
October 24-26.  Is there a recent veteran in your church 
who could benefit from this experience?  The cost is 
done on a sliding scale. Go to this website for more 
information: www.kirkridge.org.  

Introduction to Interim Ministry 

ABCCONN will be offering a workshop aimed at 
anyone engaged in or considering a call to interim 
ministry.  Topics covered will include the stages of 
transition through which churches go, the developmental 
tasks that churches in transition face, issues related to 
starting and ending ministry in a church, and ethical 
issues specific to interim ministry. 

The workshop will be held on Saturday, October 25, 
2008 at the First Baptist Church of New Haven (205 
Edwards St., New Haven).  The cost for the event is $25 
and includes lunch and a packet of materials. 

Those considering attending might also want to read the 
Alban Institute book Temporary Shepherds prior to the 
workshop. 

A registration form is included in this mailing. 

Teleconferences for Church Treasurers 

The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board (MMBB) 
is hosting a teleconference learning experience for 
church treasurers and/or pastors. There will be two 
sessions: 

1.  New 403(b) Regulations and Your Church 
Wed. Oct. 8, 2008 at noon 
Confirmation #9488654 
Thursday, Oct. 9, 2008 at 3 p.m. 
Confirmation #9840829 

2. Tax Reporting for Church Employers  
Wed. Nov. 12, 2008 at noon 
Confirmation #6204846 
Thursday Nov. 13, 2008 at 3 p.m. 
Confirmation #8735147 

Register by calling 800-289-0579 and using the seven 
digit confirmation number given above.  Once registered 
you will be given a toll-free number to dial for the 
session you have selected.  Simply dial in at the 
appropriate time to join the teleconference.  MMBB will 
provide any written material to accompany the session. 

World Mission Offering 

God surprises us when we least expect it. The surprises 
of God are often encounters with people whom God has 
used greatly in mission. Those encounters can leave us a 
bit afraid of whether or not God can -- or would -- use 
us in such a wonderful way. But be assured, God can 
take the encounter to give you an example. And God 
can take the example to make you excited to act when 
the opportunity to serve comes to you.  

Your gifts to the World Mission Offering go 100% to 
support the work of 2,500 short- and long-term 
missionaries doing work with local partners in 76 
countries around the world. 

Dios nos sorprende cuando menos lo esperamos. Las 
sorpresas de Dios muchas veces son encuentros con 
personas quienes Dios ha utilizado grandemente en su 
misión. Estos encuentros nos pueden dejar un poco 
temerosos/as ante la posibilidad de que Dios nos fuera a 
utilizar de la misma o semejante manera. Pero de algo 
podemos estar seguros, Dios puede usar los encuentros 
para darnos un ejemplo. Y Dios puede usar los ejemplos 
para animarnos a actuar cuando la oportunidad de 
servicio nos toca la puerta. 

Su Ofrenda Misionera Mundial se usa un cien por ciento 
para apoyar el trabajo de 2,500 misioneros  que trabajan, 
a largo y corto plazo,  con personal local en 76 paises a 
través de todo el mundo. 



Reflections on a Youth Group Trip to the American Baptist National Youth Gathering 
by Kristen Negaard-O’Brien, Noank Baptist Church and Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 

We are a Co-Op Youth Group of two smaller churches that 
are located rather near each other in Groton, Connecticut. 
We are not a large group, but like a large family, we watch 
out for each other, learn to work well together and always 
enjoy playing together.  From our group two college age 
youth, three high school age youth and two adults went to 
the 2008 (Quadrennial) National Youth Gathering. 

This was my first time going to a national youth gathering 
…so when the pressure is on, my nature is to plan!  We 
started our fund raisers 14 months ahead with monthly 

summer car washes.  In the fall 
we offered a wheel-chair-wipe-
down at our nearby elder care 
housing, just to keep in the spirit 
of things.  Smiles and hugs were 
our payment. 

As a Co-Op Youth Group we 
offer events in sets of two.  This 
way we enjoy equal time at both 

churches.  We held special suppers:  one included a trio of 
pasta sauces accompanied by a salad bar with “lots of the 
fixings.”  Another was a Souper Supper where we invited 
church members to donate a wide variety of soups, again 
accompanied by our special salad bar!  All of our suppers 
were popular and both churches attended each other’s 
suppers.  Requesting “donations only” in all fundraisers, we 
were blessed with the results.  

By mid-winter we tallied our fundraising, and combined that 
with money the church had set aside for two years for 
special camps/trips which brought us to our goal of an 
estimated $1,000 for each traveler.  Now it was time to 
concentrate of the actual trip.  We purchased our non-stop 
flight, booked one van, discovered our hotels, and secured 
two very out-of-the-box side trips.  

By word of mouth and research, I learned of a white water 
rafting trip just one hour outside our arrival airport of 
Denver.  Our early morning loooong flight demanded rest at 
our destination.  So we flew on Friday and booked white 
water rafting on Sat morning! 

The other edgy, yet safe side trip at the end of our week was 
biking down Pike’s Peak (from 14,000 to 7,000 elevation). 

I booked housing where we could squish the 6 ladies into 
one unit, and our single gentleman into a small place of his 
own.  All other decisions were agreed upon by the whole 
group, such as sites to see, things to do, roads to drive, 
places to stop, and eating in general. 

The week prior to our travels, one of the youth organized us 
to tie-dye shirts.  They created two great logos: one 
celebrating our unique Co-Op Group, and one celebrating 

More than a Week (the Youth Gathering’s name).  We were 
commissioned by both of our churches, given letters, 
photographs and prayers of encouragement. 

“More than a week” it certainly was!  Here are some of what 
I heard from the youth about their experience: 

· The 1,200 youth worshipped twice a day, with songs 
larger than life on overhead screens.  We were 
supported by a set of familiar lead singers and 
instrumentalists, as well as a dozen vocalists who 
rotated right out of the audience every service!  We 
heard national speakers from both ABC-USA and 
missionaries, each with a burning message. 

· White-water rafting… initially I was really scared, but 
through the patience of our guide and great self-
determination, I found it not only exciting, but ended up 
leading our rafting group down the second half of the 
river!  It was a huge challenge for me to overcome my 
fears (and a time of great growth)! 

· It was great getting to know the other youth even better 
than I had before, meeting people from across the nation 
and being a part of something bigger than I had ever 
imagined. 

· There was natural awe and wonder surrounding our 
YMCA campus nestled in the mountains of Estes 
National Park.  Each day we attended seminars and 
discussions.  One that changed me in particular was 
about sharing God’s gifts: gifts that we have within each 
of us that are given for us to share. 

· It was amazing and invigorating to see so many youth 
passionate about their love of God.  Messages delivered 
in many different ways saying we are God's hands and 
hearts on earth; we are called to do good work. 

Our Co-Op Youth Group Motto is ‘Faith, Fun and Friends’. 
It was through faith that we overcame our fear of heights 
while biking down the 14,000 foot elevation of Pike’s Peak. 
It was through faith that one person overcame her fears to 
lead the rest of us through level IV rapids on our rafting trip.  
It was faith that opened our ears and hearts to God’s words 
meant for each of us, in our own 
personal way. It was faith that 
enabled two of our youth to fly 
farther than they had flown 
before.  And we had FUN!  And 
finally Friends.  Yes, we met 
others throughout the nation, but 
we also bonded with each other 
and have come back changed 
persons as a result of this trip. 
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October 2008 
It is Saturday morning.  I am in my bathrobe and slippers reading the 
newspaper: a typical  Saturday morning in our household.  I thought I had left 
Cyndi sleeping, but she calls to me that she just heard on the bedroom radio 
that 500 bodies have been found in a mudslide in Gonaives, Haiti.  Since 
returning from Haiti several weeks ago, I have been monitoring the news for 
weather information there.  It is hurricane season and even before our team left 
Haiti, a tropical storm blew through, swelling rivers and causing mudslides. 

Five hundred bodies found in a mudslide in Gonaives! After the shock my 
thoughts turned to more pleasant memories of the brothers and sisters in that 
city.  For the last four years I have served on a mission team of four pastors, 
including Bill Huegel of First Baptist, Wallingford.  We teach pastors in the 
Bethesda Evangelical Mission in Les Cayes, Haiti.  BEM is an indigenous 
Haitian denomination that holds a pastor’s conference in mid-August, followed 
by the annual convention where Bill and I, along with our other colleagues also 
preach.  For most of the pastors in BEM our teaching is the only theological 
education they will receive.  They come from great distances, some with 
families and some with delegates from their church for the convention.  Some 
walk, some come on mopeds, whole churches come riding in the back of stake 
body trucks.  This year, flying over the mountains of Haiti on our way to Les 
Cayes, Bill looked down at this land called “the mountains beyond the 
mountains” and said he pictured our pastors, their families, and their churches 
on their way over the mountain roads coming to Les Cayes.  One of those 
churches would be from Gonaives, its delegation of 40 souls packed in the 
back of a stake body truck travelling the six to eight hours to get to the 
conference and convention. 

It was several years ago on our last Sunday evening.  The convention had 
ended in the morning with a five hour worship service.  Our team was packed 
and would be leaving early the next morning.  There was no electrical power, 
which is typical, so there were no lights, except for an oil lamp.  Down the 
rocky road that leads to the mission house where we stay could be seen 
headlights.  The truck approached the house and stopped.  Approximately forty 
people: men, women, and children, jumped out of the back and entered the 
house.  They came to sing to us and send us on our way with prayer.  In the 
dark, crowded into a small room, they sang the most beautiful songs: some 
which we would recognize and others which were native to Haiti.  Truly, the 
angelic choirs could not offer a sweeter sound.  Then, after laying hands on us 
with prayer, they got back in their truck for the six to eight hour ride to 
Gonaives, their home. 
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Mission is many things.  To do it is to realize how much we receive from it.  It is to be humbled by the 
grace of God given to us through others.  In the darkened room in the mission house a few years ago 
the saints from Gonaives helped me to understand what it means to be in Christ. 

Dave Strosahl 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENTS 
 

The Department of Christian Mission support has taken as one of its tasks, the “lifting up” of 
stewardship.  So, we are giving you a few “blurbs” – short stories that might help you think about 
stewardship and might, also, help you teach others about stewardship! 

 

· A Sunday School teacher asked her eight-year-olds if they would give one million dollars to 
the missionaries.  “YES!!” they all yelled.  “Would you give them $1,000?”  Again, they 
shouted, “YES!”  “How about $100?”  “Oh, yes, we would!” they all agreed.  “Would you 
give just one dollar to the missionaries?” she asked.  The children exclaimed, “Yes!” – except 
for Teddy.  “Teddy, why didn’t you say YES this time?”  “ Well,” he stammered, “I HAVE a 
dollar!” 

 

· According to a January, 1989 article in the Lexington Herald-Leader, a family living in a  
home in West Palm Beach told a  film crew it was all right to use the front lawn as a set for an 
episode of “B. L. Striker” – an action TV series.  They knew cars would be crashing violently 
in front of the house.  While the front yard was being “blown up,” the owner of the house was 
tipped off and called from New York demanding to know what was happening to his house.  It 
seems that the people who were living in the house were only tenants and had no right to allow 
the property to be destroyed as the cameras rolled!  Sometimes we live our lives under the 
mistaken impression that they belong to us.  Paul tells us that we were “bought with a price.”  
We must live as those who know God will call us to account for the ways we have used this 
life entrusted to us. 

 

· And finally, imagine that you are in an art museum, enjoying the beauty of the pictures on the 
walls.  Suddenly, you see a person grabbing pictures off the walls and attempting to carry them 
away.  You ask him, “What are you doing?”  “I am becoming an art collector.”  “But those 
pictures are not really yours,” you tell him.  “And besides, they will not let you out carrying 
those – you have to leave as you came in – empty-handed!”  But he answers, “Surely they are 
mine – I am carrying them and people in the halls here see me as an important collector!  I am 
not bothered about leaving – I am here now!!”  We would call this man a fool – or worse.  We 
would say he is out of touch with reality!  So are those who spend their time getting rich in this 
life – we will all go out the way we came in – empty-handed. 

Cyndi Strosahl 


